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Disclaimer 

By accessing these Daman Adjudication Guidelines, 
you acknowledge that you have read and 
understood the terms of use set out in the 
disclaimer below: 
The information contained in this Adjudication 
Guideline is intended to outline the procedures of 
adjudication of medical claims as applied by the 
National Health Insurance Company – Daman PJSC 
(hereinafter “Daman”). The Adjudication Guideline 
is not intended to be comprehensive, should not be 
used as treatment guidelines and should only be 
used for the purpose of reference or guidance for 
adjudication procedures and shall not be construed 
as conclusive. Daman in no way interferes with the 
treatment of patient and will not bear any 
responsibility for treatment decisions interpreted 
through Daman Adjudication Guideline. Treatment 
of patient is and remains at all times the sole 
responsibility of the treating Healthcare Provider. 
This Adjudication Guideline does not grant any 
rights or impose obligations on Daman. The 
Adjudication Guideline and all of the information it 
contains are provided "as is" without warranties of 
any kind, whether express or implied which are 
hereby expressly disclaimed. 
Under no circumstances will Daman be liable to any 
person or business entity for any direct, indirect, 
special, incidental, consequential, or other 
damages arising out of any use of, access to, or 
inability to use or access to, or reliance on this 
Adjudication Guideline including but without 

limitation to, any loss of profits, business 
interruption, or loss of programs or information, 
even if Daman has been specifically advised of the 
possibility of such damages.  Daman also disclaims 
all liability for any material contained in other 
websites linked to Daman website. 
This Adjudication Guideline is subject to the laws, 
decrees, circulars and regulations of Abu Dhabi and 
UAE.   Any information provided herein is general 
and is not intended to replace or supersede any 
laws or regulations related to the Adjudication 
Guideline as enforced in the UAE issued by any 
governmental entity or regulatory authority, or any 
other written document governing the relationship 
between Daman and its contracting parties. 
This Adjudication Guideline is developed by Daman 
and is the property of Daman and may not be 
copied, reproduced, distributed or displayed by any 
third party without Daman’s express written 
consent. This Adjudication Guideline incorporates 
the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT®), which 
is a registered trademark of the American Medical 
Association (“AMA”) and the CPT codes and 
descriptions belong to the AMA. Daman reserves 
the right to modify, alter, amend or obsolete the 
Adjudication Guideline at any time by providing one 
month prior notice. 
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Cardiac Catheterization & Coronary Angiography 

) 

Abstract 

 
For Members 

 

Coronary angiography is a procedure that uses a special dye (contrast material) 
and x-rays to see how blood flows through the arteries in your heart. 
 
Cardiac catheterization is a procedure used to diagnose and treat cardiovascular 

conditions. During cardiac catheterization, a long thin tube called a catheter is 
inserted in an artery or vein in your groin, neck or arm and threaded through 

your blood vessels to your heart. 
 
Using this catheter, doctors can then do diagnostic tests as part of a cardiac 
catheterization. Some heart disease treatments, such as coronary angioplasty, 
also are done using cardiac catheterization. 

 

For Medical Professionals 

 
This Adjudication rule describes the indications, payment and coding rules for 
reporting Cardiac Catheterization and Coronary Angiography. 
 
Cardiac catheterization is the introduction and positioning of a catheter into the 
heart to assess cardiac function and structure, for diagnosis, treatment planning 
or to monitor therapy. The assessment may include the measurement of intra-

cardiac and intra-arterial pressures, obtaining blood samples for blood gas or 

other constituent analysis, determination of cardiac output, injection of contrast 
for angiography, and performing endo-myocardial biopsy. The conduct and 
evaluation of these procedures are then documented by the physician, in a report. 
 
Cardiac catheterization codes, other than those for congenital heart disease, 
include contrast injection(s) for imaging typically performed during these 
procedures. 

 

Adjudication Guideline 
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Scope 
 
This adjudication rule specifies the coverage details in relation to medical necessity & payment aimed at cardiac 
catheterization for all the health insurance plans administered by Daman. 
 
 
Medical indications: 
 

Cardiac catheterization is indicated but not limited to the following: 
 Vulvar heart diseases 
 Ischemic heart diseases 
 Congenital heart diseases 

 
 

Adjudication Policy 
 

Eligibility / Coverage Criteria 

 
Cardiac Catheterization & Coronary Angiography is covered for all health insurance plans administered by Daman 
subject to the terms, conditions and limitations of the beneficiaries’ benefit plans. 

 

 

Requirements for Coverage 

 

 
ICD and CPT codes must be coded to the highest level of specificity. 

 

 

Non-Coverage 

 
Coverage of treatment is limited, if not clinically appropriate in terms of diagnosis and frequency or is not 

compliant with payment and coding rules. 

 

Payment and Coding Rules 

 
Please apply DOH payment rules and regulations and relevant coding manuals for ICD, CPT, etc. 

 

Cardiac Catheterization: 

 
It is the introduction and positioning of a catheter into the heart to assess cardiac function and 
structure, for diagnosis, treatment planning or to monitor therapy. The assessment may include the 
measurement of intra-cardiac and intra-arterial pressures, obtaining blood samples for blood gas or 
other constituent analysis, determination of cardiac output, injection of contrast for angiography, and performing 

endo-myocardial biopsy. The conduct and evaluation of these procedures are then 
documented by the physician, in a report. 
 
A. Two codes families: 
         1. All other conditions except congenital heart disease. 
         2. Congenital heart disease. 

         3. Right Heart Catheterization 
 
    This is the introduction of a catheter(s) into the right atrium, right ventricle and pulmonary artery. 
 
B. Left Heart Catheterization and Combined Left and Right heart catheterization 
 
    Following services are included when indicated and performed:  

 
 Contrast injections, image supervision, interpretation and report for imaging typically 

performed 
 Local infiltration, metacarpal/metatarsal/digital block or topical anaesthesia or sedation. 
 Intra-procedural injections Introduction, positioning, and repositioning of catheters 
 Recording of intra-cardiac and intravascular pressures 
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 Obtaining blood samples for blood gases 
 Cardiac output measurements 
 Monitoring services, e.g., ECCS, arterial pressures, oxygen saturation 
 Vascular catheter and line removal 
 Left ventricular injection when performed 
 Immediate postoperative care, including dictating operative notes, talking with the family and other 

physicians 
 Written orders and report 
 Evaluating the patient in the post-operative recovery area 
 Typical postoperative follow-up care 
 Contrast injection to image the access site(s) for the specific purpose of placing a closure device is 

inherent to the catheterization procedure and not separately reportable. 
Closure device placement at the vascular access site is inherent to the catheterization procedure and 

not separately reportable. 
 
C. Swan Ganz Placement 
    Do not report in conjunction with other diagnostic cardiac catheterization codes. 

    Swan Ganz code reported for medically necessary hemodynamic monitoring purposes. 
 
D. Endo-myocardial biopsy 

    Endo-myocardial biopsy may be separately allowed when performed independently or in addition to a cardiac     
catheterization procedure. 

 
E. Injection procedure codes 

 Cardiac catheterization codes, other than those for congenital heart disease, include contrast injection(s) for   
imaging typically performed during these procedures. 

 Injection codes include radiological supervision, interpretation, and report. 

 
- Pharmacologic agent administration: 

Report for hemodynamic measurements before, during, after, and repeat pharmacologic agent. 
 

- Physiologic exercise study: 

Report when exercise is combined with a cardiac catheterization. 

This code is issued only once per catheterization when the purpose of reading hemodynamic 
measurements is to evaluate hemodynamic response before and after the procedure. 

 
- Cardiac catheterization for congenital heart disease 

If a patient has a congenital heart condition and undergoes a cardiac catheterization use the congenital 
cardiac catheterization codes.  

 

 

Denial codes 

 

Code description 

Service is not clinically indicated based on good clinical practice 

Service is not clinically indicated based on good clinical practice, without additional supporting 
diagnosis/activities 

Payment is included in the allowance for another service  

Activity/diagnosis inconsistent with clinician specialty 

Diagnosis(es) is (are) not covered 

Prior approval required is not obtained 
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Appendices 

A. References 

- https://emedicine.medscape.com/article/216650-overview 
- https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/congenital-heart-defects/about-congenital-heart-defects/atrial-

septal-defect-asd 
- https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/pdf/10.1161/CIRCULATIONAHA.111.025916 
- https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/CIR.0b013e31821b1f10 
- https://www.heart.org/en/health-topics/heart-attack/diagnosing-a-heart-attack/cardiac-catheterization 
- American College of Cardiology Foundation Appropriate Use Criteria Task Force Use Criteria Task Force. 

(2012). Appropriate Use Criteria for Diagnostic Catheterization. Available: 1 
ACCF/SCAI/AATS/AHA/ASE/ASNC/HFSA/HRS/SCCM/ SCCT/SCMR/STS 2012 Appropriate Use Criteria for 

Diagnostic Catheterization. 
- COCATS 4 Task Force 10: Training in Cardiac Catheterization. King, SB, Babb, JD, Bates, ER, et al., J 

Amer Coll Cardiol, 2015; 65(17):1844-1853. www.onlinejacc.org/content/65/17/1844 
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